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gay sliop does not help him at all there, but rather
the contrary.

As to the latter, though some customers may at
first be drawn by the gay appearance and fine gild-
ing and painting of a shop, yet it is the well-sorting
a shop with goods, and the selling good pennyworths,
that will bring trade, especially after the shop has
been open some time; this, and this only, establishes
the man, and the credit of the shop.

To conclude. The credit raised by the fine show
of things, is also of a different kind from the sub-
stantial reputation of a tradesman; it is rather the
credit of the shop, than of the man ; and, in a word,
it is no more or less, than a net spread to catch
fools; it is a bait to allure and deceive, and the
tradesman generally intends it so. He intends that
the customers shall pay for the gilding and painting
his shop, and it is the use he really makes of it, viz.,
that his shop, looking like something eminent, he
may sell dearer than his neighbours. Who, and what
kind of fools, can be so drawn in, it is easy to
describe.

On the contrary, the customers, who are the sub-
stantial dependence of a tradesman's shop, are such
as are gained and preserved by obliging behaviour,
by good pennyworths, by good wares, and by good
choice; and a shop that has the reputation of these
four, like good wine that wants no bush, needs no
painting and gilding, no carved works and orna-
ments; it requires only a diligent master, and a
faithful servant, and it will never want a trade.